MAPLE VALLEY SCHOOLS
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Regular Meeting

held in the Administration Board Room
Members Present
A. Heinze, President
A. Montgomery, Secretary
T. Burd
W. Curtis
M. Jorgensen
K. Rost
A. Shaw

Monday

09-12-11

7:00 p.m.

Members Absent

1. Opening: The meeting was called to order by President Heinze at 7:03p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and
attendance is listed above. Others present: Administrators, Gonser, Miller, Brumm, Superintendent Steel,
Darryl Sydloski, Supervisor Powers, and Julie Swartz.
2. Consent Agenda: A motion was made by Curtis and supported by Rost to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
This motion included approval of the minutes of the August 08, 2011 meeting, and August 08, 2011 work
session; approval of General Fund bills paid August 31, 2011 in the amount of $449,730.55, and General
Fund bills payable in the amount of $63,119.94; Athletic Fund bills paid August 31, 2011 in the amount of
$1683.74 and Athletic Fund bills payable in the amount of $906.42; Food Service bills paid August 31, 2011
in the amount of $20,457.95, and Food Service bills payable in the amount of $8900.82; August 12, 2011
payroll in the amount of $209,668.53, August 26, 2011 payroll in the amount of $234,375.45, September 9,
2011 payroll in the amount of $236,184.26; ACH transactions for August 2011; and the acceptance of
resignations for Adam Auvenshine, Adult Education teacher; Andrea Hayes, Jr.-Sr. High Teacher; and Angela
Rohde, Fuller paraprofessional. Motion carried 7-0.
3. Communications: Written communications – A letter from SET-SEG, our Property/Casualty insurance carrier notifying
Maple Valley that we have been awarded the amount of $9383.00 in surplus funds.
Donations: The Board accepted, with appreciation, the donations noted below:
• Adrianson family, novels for a classroom
• Campbell family, binders
Oral: Dorothy Carpenter, chairman, presented the financial statement for the Maple Valley Alumni
Scholarship Foundation to the Board of Education
Linc Mechanical was here to present the savings audit for the 2010 period. The audited savings came
in at $68,051.00 in addition to a one time only Rebate Program Savings of $38,100.00 for a total
savings of $106,151.00 for 2010.
4. Reports: Curriculum Coordinator, Julie Swartz, covered the success of the Summer Reading Program; Stages, an
evaluation tool to help teachers and principals manage the state’s new requirements for evaluations; Common
Core standards for elementary and secondary classes; and the purchase of Kent County Curriculum Crafter.
Jason Miller reported that Fuller is off and rolling, with a makeover inside and out! The staff and community
did a great job getting the building ready and spruced up over the summer. The Open House held on August
29th went very well and was attended by around 80% which is consistent with the past few years. The tutoring
program at Fuller is set to begin on September 27 this year. The Fuller DIBELS team has met and established a
schedule. Fuller enrollment is currently at 500 students.
Board President, April Heinze, commended the “Restore the Roar” event, and the new library set-up at Fuller.
Fuller has done wonderful job.
Todd Gonser reported that the start of school is in full swing, with the 6th graders doing very well! Principal
Gonser covered Academic Awards, MME scores, Homecoming dates, Professional Development, Curriculum
Crafter; student counts; including Alternative and Adult Education.
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Athletic Director Duska Brumm informed the board that an anonymous donation of $10,000 was provided for
pay to participate fees. The KVA football classic was a success again this year. The Baseball Press Box is
complete and has passed inspection. Fall Homecoming is Friday, September 23rd.
Business Manager Darryl Sydloski gave the board a state aide update. Darryl informed the board that many
state and federal reports are due later this month. He gave the board an update on Senate Bill 34.
Supervisor Pat Powers reported that the first day of school went very well; our children are strong, adaptable,
and resilient in the face of many, many changes to transportation this school year. Pat recognized his staff for a
great job this summer. Mr. Powers thanked Terry Swartz and his crew for donating time to install wireless at
Fuller, and an outside security camera at Maplewood. National Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15, and a
program will be presented to the elementary students by both community fire departments. October 17-21 is
school bus safety week.
Superintendent Steel briefed the board on:
• Community meeting on Tuesday, September 20, from 9-10 a.m.
• Labor and Finance Committee set a meeting for 6:00 p.m. on Monday, October 10.
• Addition of a section of Kindergarten to accommodate the large numbers
• Auction of Kellogg and School Forest to be held on Tuesday, October 11 at 6:00 p.m.
• Evaluation tool
• Donation of 75 computers from Kellogg Community College and the Michigan State Health
Centers
• Technology updates
• District School Improvement Plan has been completed. Schedule Board goals with MASB in
October or early November
• Curriculum update
• Professional Development
• School Report Cards
5. First reading of the new Maple Valley Schools Board Policies: A motion was made by Jorgensen and supported by
Montgomery to approve the first reading of the Maple Valley Schools Board Policy Handbook. Motion carried
7-0.
6. Additional coaching staff: a motion was made by Burd and supported by Rost to approve the additional coaching staff as
recommended by Athletic Director, Duska Brumm as follows: Jared Carrigan, JV Head Football; Scott
Eldridge, Boys Varsity Soccer; Chayla Robles, 7th Volleyball; and Chris Ewing, Boys Varsity Basketball.
Motion carried 7-0.
Public Comment: Mr. Michael Payne expressed his support of the Superintendents recommendation to add a section of
kindergarten. Mr. Payne inquired into the anticipated time frame for implementation. Supt. Steel assured the
board and audience that work would begin on this process directly after the board meeting, by contacting the
teacher to be recalled to the position. The students should know by Thursday whether they are moving to a
new classroom, with a new teacher. The students would be able to meet their new teacher in their existing
classroom by Thursday, and perhaps a mini open house can be scheduled for Thursday evening. The ultimate
goal is to have the new section up and running on Monday, September 19.
Board member, Tony Shaw, publicly thanked Mr. Roger Corey, for the donation of the new Maple trees
surrounding the “Spirit Rock”.
6. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.
/lh
Approved October 10, 2018
Andrea Montgomery, Secretary
Board of Education
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